to move to Britain from the Whitehead Institute for Biological Research in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Odom says he made the move partly because of the funding situation. The scarcity of US resources has left mid-career researchers scrambling for grants, he says: "They're getting their knees kicked out from under them. "
By contrast, his new institute provides him with a salary and core funding for three postdocs and three graduate students. Odom says that the change has meant less time spent writing grants and more time for his research.
But the United States' long-established leadership in cancer research is far from over. Funding may have fallen, and research positions may be more elusive, says John Schiller, an oncology researcher at the National Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Maryland, but there are still huge advantages of scale and resources. "There are so many people doing so many related things here," Schiller says, adding that opportunities in the private sector, especially in the US biotechnology industry, remain unrivalled.
Even some who have come back to Europe doubt whether they are part of a wider trend. Peter Mombaerts, who is returning to Germany after 12 years at Rockefeller University, says he has yet to see evidence of a broader exodus from the United States.
But in some cases, the usual incentives of money and stability are pulling in Europe's direction for a change. The Paterson Institute, for example, offered Somervaille a six-year deal that included salaries for himself, two postdocs and a lab manager. "I don't have to write any more grants for the next five or six years, " he says. "For me, the move was a no-brainer. " ■
Geoff Brumfiel
Europeans forgo US labs SCORECARD New York ladybirds More than 700,000 ladybirds have been let loose on two housing complexes in downtown Manhattan, in a bid to beat pests such as aphids without using pesticides. 240,000,000 is the number of pixels in a super-highresolution scan of the painting, made by engineer Pascal Cotte, who says his image shows that Leonardo initially made the iconic smile more expressive.
Californian turkeys

3,000 hours is the time
Cotte has spent analysing the painting, claiming that the original contained more brilliant blues and white than can be seen now, and that its subject was previously clutching a now-invisible blanket.
ON THE RECORD
"
Elephants are not the easygoing, kind, loving creatures that people believe them to be. They are, of course, not evil either.
The US Army Special Forces manual warns against the dangers of trying to commandeer elephants in the arena of combat. 
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